January 22, 2012  Mark 1 14-20

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be always acceptable in your sight O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.  AMEN

“As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea – for they were fishermen.  

When Fr. Bill asked if I would like to preach one Sunday I just had to choose this passage and this Sunday:  First, because this is the story of Jesus choosing his first four disciples; and Second, because, I am the  Priest at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in the small community of Chelan, which is located in the middle of Washington State.  We are located (not on a sea) but on a lake – where people like to fish.  

The congregation at St. Andrew’s has embraced this lesson and for several years we became fishers of people.  Our area has a parade every May called the Manson Apple Blossom Parade.  So we decorated a small fishing boat with nets and fishing poles and we dressed up in our fishing gear of slickers, hats and boots and marched down the parade route passing out small wooden crosses.  

This was a fun project for us and for the parade committee as we won a prize that first year for our float.  However, that is not the most important thing that came out of this parade and float.  

The following year as we were marching down the parade route and again passing out small wooden crosses, one gentleman said he did not need a cross this year, and from his pocket he pulled the one given to him the previous year.  Now that is fishing for people – as Jesus promised his followers.  

In today’s world how can we follow Jesus and follow his work?  How can we be like Simon and Andrew, James and John?  

We are so ready to say that we just don’t have the skills, the talent or the training to be fishers for people.  Don’t worry – God can use us even if we are not ready.  It is not a requirement to wear a collar to be fishers of people.  It is not a requirement to wear a collar to answer God’s call.  

Think about the young girl who was approached by an angel and told she would give birth to the Son of God.  I am quite sure she had not taken prenatal classes and early childhood education classes.  I am quite sure she had not prepared a new layette of diapers, blankets, and knitted socks.  She was not prepared – she was not ready – but God knew her heart was ready when she said, “here am I”.  She answered God’s call.  

Then there is Jonah – who was not trained in public speaking, but was asked by God to deliver a message to a very large city – so large it would take Jonah three days to walk through the city to proclaim the message from God.  But not only did Jonah proclaim the message, the people believed God’s message and began to turn away from their evil ways.  Jonah answered God’s call.  Once more a successful story of God knowing the heart of his people.  

God’s grace has refashioned people and cities.  His call to discipleship and conversion is a gracious act; which is really a way of life, a path to walk, a light in the darkness.  God embraces all people and no one is excluded from His concern.  

Have you heard the Good News?  The death-resurrection-glorification of the life-giving Jesus.  Christ has died, Christ was risen and Christ will come again.  What promise that holds for us.  When you answer God’s call you eagerly share that wonderful promise with others.  

Several of us were privileged to hear Deacon Pat’s sermon a week ago last Wednesday.  We usually think of the present and the eternal as two separate time frames, but Pat suggested that the Present and Eternity are overlapping sharing the same space and the same wonder.  We are living in the eternal kingdom of God in the present ---- right this very minute.   Wow!!!  

We know that God can do all things with all peoples.  Just look at him calling Simon and Andrew.  They were casting their nets into the Sea to catch fish from the shore.  Ordinary people doing ordinary work, yet, Simon, who Jesus later named Peter “the Rock”- became the head of the church – for all Christians both Gentiles and Jews.  Our first Bishop, Peter, came from humble beginnings.  

Simon Peter was also very much a part of the inner circle of Jesus’ disciples along with James and John.  Remember Peter leaving the boat to walk on the water to Jesus, but he began to sink after he took his eyes off of Jesus.  Peter was also the disciple that denied his Lord three times.  

Through all of Peter’s ups and downs, the Lord Jesus remained his loving Lord and faithful guide.  On the day of Pentecost it was Simon Peter who preached boldly about his risen Christ.  

Then his brother Andrew told the love of God for Gentiles as well as Jews.  Andrew’s call was to introduce others to Jesus.  

Actually, it was Andrew that encouraged and introduced his brother Simon to hear Jesus after Andrew became a disciple of John the Baptist.  Andrew is also the disciple that brought the boy with the loaves and fishes to meet Jesus.  

After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, Andrew went on missionary journeys throughout the East.  His life ended when he was crucified upside down on an x-shaped cross.  But, St. Andrew’s call lives on whenever someone introduces a friend to Jesus.  He also lives on in Scotland, where some of his relics were taken by a missionary, and where Andrew was named the patron saint of Scotland.    

The other disciples that Jesus chose were James and John who were the sons of Zebedee, who was also a fisherman.  Zebedee seems to have been a man of some position in Capernaum, for he had two boats and hired servants.  Even though he was an important person in his time, no mention is made of him after Jesus calls his two sons James and John.  In reading the New Testament books we know that John is frequently named as the favorite disciple.  

Some people want everything done yesterday and some people will put off to tomorrow anything and everything.  Today’s readings teach us that the importance of faith should move us to action.  We cannot wait for the eternal kingdom to come because it is here now in the present.  

I truly believe that God has a wonderful sense of humor.  Look at me – a retired bookkeeper and accountant – who received the call to the priesthood at the age of 60.  Just imagine what God has in store for you!!!!

Is it possible that God is using you to transform the lives of others without your awareness?  When you choose in that moment to reach out to help another, have you been an example to someone else?  Helping with Sunday School, with the Missions of this church, on the Altar Guild, in the choir, and helping with the coffee hour.  Giving a smile to a stranger.  Helping in the small ways of everyday life.  

What an exciting Sunday this is….   We have heard the story of how Jesus chose his first four disciples – Andrew and his brother Simon Peter and then James and his brother John.  As we journey through this week ahead – let us remember to listen for our call!    Only God knows what is in store for us.                                        AMEN
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