Well it is absolutely wonderful to be back with you all, for those of you who do not know me my name is the Rev. Jacob Smith and I am an Episcopal priest at Calvary/St. George’s Episcopal Church in NYC. However I was raised here at St. Paul’s Episcopal church. I was an acolyte, really involved in the youth group with Bill and Barbra Ramsey, was a part of the Boy Scout Troop, then after graduating from the Univ. of AZ in 2000 returned for three years to start the youth ministry program before I was sent to Trinity School for Ministry in Pittsburgh PA to do my M.Div.
I was ordained to the diaconate in San Diego and the last time I preached here was five years ago just before we moved to NYC. About a year ago we had a new family start attending our church, and I asked them so why’d you start attending Calvary/St. George’s and they said well because of you of course Jacob, o.k. they didn’t say that. They said we wish the church to have a positive influence on our child. I responded grabbing my collar, careful what you wish for. 

St. Paul’s, to say the least has had a huge and positive influence upon my life, I would actually say that in regards to institutions, St. Paul’s has had the most significant impact upon my life and it is so wonderful to worship with you all today.  While NYC has become home for Mel and me, to quote the lyrics of the 1990’s British Rock Band, Jesus Jones, “right here right now there is no other place I’d rather be.”  And I want to say a special thank you to Father Bill for his warm invitation to both preach and celebrate today.  This is enormous significance to me and is incredibly meaningful and indeed will be one of the highlights of my year.  Thank you Father.
So now from Jesus Jones to Jesus Christ.  Our Gospel reading is a power packed reading where Jesus make his creation do what he wants it to do, he feeds over 5,000 people with it. And today in this sermon from our Gospel text I am going to make three points: 1. Jesus is a God of compassion. 2. Jesus is a God who acts. 3. How does Jesus manifest his compassion and action in our lives today?
This is a very important point that Matthew has been making throughout his Gospel, using references and images to the Old Testament Matthew does not want you to miss this very significant point, that Jesus is God incarnate. Hence, doing what God would do, Jesus in a desolate place, looks down upon the crowds with compassion.  The word compassion in the Greek, we really don’t have direct translation for, however it means so much more than just pity, compassion here is literally the kind of feeling that a parent has for a truly suffering child, it is a gut felt feeling that makes one weep with love and sadness at the same time. In Hebrew the word would be Hased, the central attribute of Yahweh, defined as steadfast love. Jesus has compassion on this crowd: Love because they are part of the creation he made; and sadness because this creation, as a result of the fall, has been made subject to sin and death. 
And why this is significant for you is that in the midst of your desolate places brought about by sin and death.  Maybe you’re in a job that is destroying your life, everyone at the office seems to be against you, or you’re in a desolate place because you haven’t had a job in awhile and like the U.S. the collectors are coming. You’re in a relationship that was a place of comfort, but now that relationship is a desolate place. You have a child that is suffering and there is nothing you can do about. 

This is significant for you because as we read, the desolate place is not a sign of the absence of God, but rather that Jesus is in the midst of your desolate place and in the midst of your desolate place he looks down up you with his hesid, his steadfast love, he looks down upon you with compassion. 

This is my first point and it is a significant theme throughout Matthew’s Gospel:  Jesus is so much more than just a powerful prophet out in the desert; rather Jesus is God incarnate and because he is God incarnate we see God’s: Hased, steadfast Love. Jesus always does what God does, He has compassion and more importantly he has compassion on you.  
Yet not only does Jesus have compassion, but because Jesus always does what God does, he is also a God who acts. So often we picture God as this passive being, just up there in heaven waiting for us to do our part and find him, maybe catch his eye with our sheer brilliance our lack there of. Failing to realize that this is an active God, this is the God who created heaven and earth, this is the God who has intervened, and not just in some fairy tale land of nod and mod, but intervened into real history, into real places, like Jerusalem, Samaria, and by word and sacrament to the very ends of the earth.

But because of this terrible misunderstanding, that God is the passive agent, we tend to not want to bother him with our problems and concerns. Like the Apostles, we say, “this is a desolate place, and the day is now over, send the crowds away to the villages and buy food for themselves.” 
He couldn’t possibly be involved in this situation, God couldn’t be interested in this problem it is to desolate. We’ll take care of it and do it ourselves. 

However the interesting thing about this position, is that on the surface while it may seem pious, it really is just the opposite, it is actually one of the worst forms of impiety because it assumes that our lives, in some way, can be lived apart from God instead of as St. Paul states, “in him we live, move, and have our being.”  This position deceives us into thinking that we have some sort of strength within us, when the truth is we like that crowd have absolutely nothing.  Yet this is my second point: Jesus, out of his compassion, his hesid, is a God who acts for his people in need.

Jesus takes those five loaves and 2 fish said a blessing and broke the bread. And as the active agent, provided for that crowd of over 5,000 people in abundance. It is no coincidence that the number of loaves and fish add up to seven, the old Testament number for holiness and sanctification, which God has given us in abundance through Jesus’ active righteousness given to us.

But this leads us to ask what does God’s active compassion look like in our lives today? because it is very, very specific. So often we think that God’s work in our lives, his active compassion will manifest itself in big things, divine fireworks, a victorious living and my best life now.  

When the truth is that God works in our lives, his active compassion actually manifests itself through ordinary means: this man Jesus, his word preached, the waters of baptism, and in bread and wine.  You see it is also no coincidence that the number of baskets that was left over was 12, an old testament number for governance, Israel, and now this number represents the church.
This miracle story would have triggered for the first reader an image of the Exodus and Jesus as God providing manna for his people in need and it is intended to thrust you to Calvary, where at the end of this Gospel, Jesus would take bread, break it, give it to his disciples, and say this is my body given for you and in compassion for the whole world go to the cross, die and rise for the forgiveness of your sins.  

This is my third and final point: as Christians God’s active compassion manifests itself through Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection to forgive you all of your sins.  And because of that Good News, that all of our sins have been forgiven because of Jesus Christ, we are bound up in this bread from heaven every Sunday, where despite the desolate places life throws at us, we hear, we taste, and by faith we believe and know that those desolate places, even death itself will not have the final say.  But rather God does and in Christ he says to you, “and I am with you even until the very end of the age.”
Amen!

