“Rules? What Rules?”
As many of you may know, Nora and I spent a couple of weeks in South Korea this past July, and we had a wonderful time, visiting special places and visiting Gwen. We did the “tourist” things, visiting museums and other places of note, the Chocolate museum was delicious! The Teddy Bear museum was a delight, with stuffed animals of all sizes including giraffes and elephants as well as super heroes and vampires. We also visited the Print Museum where the Jikji, the oldest extant printed book was printed in 1377, some 88 years before Johannus Gutenberg printed his first Bible. Truly we found a country both steeped in history and unusually modern in many aspects. We travelled a lot by taxi, and that was an experience also, it seems that, in that part of the world, lanes and traffic lights are suggestions only, and pedestrians do not have the right of way. They have an almost Scriptural opinion of pedestrians – there are either the quick or the dead! Needless to say, I acquired a renewed appreciation for drivers who follow rules, especially those who follow the traffic laws here in Yuma.
Rules and directions are the focus of our lections for today, in the passage from the Exodus Moses is given directions for the Passover meal, but not just for the meal, but also the means for safeguarding the people, the people of God. This is to be the 10th plague following water to blood, frogs, gnats, flies, livestock disease, boils, thunder and hail, locusts, darkness for three days. This is to be the clincher! And Moses was given specific directions as to what was to be eaten and how the people were to be dressed (ready for travel), as well as how the dwellings to be Passed Over (that is not affected) are to be identified (blood on the lintels and the doorposts). This can be seen as the Scriptural beginning of a long history of laws and rules and direction for the Hebrew people that ultimately had a specific goal - to set them apart from those who would dwell around them, to make them unique, God’s chosen people.

First though, they had to be freed from enslavement, Passover is the last stroke in the campaign, the final straw for the Pharaoh to heed the words of God delivered through Moses: “Let my people go!”

St. Paul in addressing a new religious movement, reprises the main components of the Old, established Laws. While it is a new religion, the fundamentals of the old religion are still in place. Many of recipients of this Letter to the Romans belonged to a Jewish community in the city, therefore they were familiar with the Decalogue, the Ten Commandments. Others were gentile in origin, without the familiarity of  the Jewish traditions and history. Whatever the history, St. Paul (remember he was writing in a period prior to the writing of the Gospels) sums up the Major Commandments with quote from Leviticus 19:18 “Love your neighbor as yourself.” The Commandments he quoted have to do with Community and interpersonal relations, which are essential in a community of Faith, but are still “general”, thus St. Paul adds further, specific directions for conduct, no reveling, drunkenness, debauchery, licentiousness, quarreling, jealousy, all of which would be detrimental to the health of the community. Does he see himself as the new Moses? No, these are common sense directives intended to keep a people ready and prepared for the imminent return of Jesus Christ. We are still waiting! Should we be any less prepared?

Jesus is also concerned with conduct and behavior towards fellow individuals, especially regarding disputes that may arise. In the Church? Never!! His directives are part emotional, part legal. He advocates direct face to face resolution of conflicts. If that is not successful, then two witnesses should be employed to provide legal proof of what happened, this is the traditional Jewish way of dealing with disputes, and it is common sense logic. Regarding the term “the Church” there was no such thing established yet.   (the ecclesia) was more properly an assembly, and took the name from the act of the calling out of the people to gather. It was any assembly, any gathering, not necessarily for religious purposes.

As Christians, we have  no dietary rules to set us apart, but we are expected to find the ways to live in harmony and Community, in tolerance and in understanding “loving one another as Christ loves us.”

