Intersections.
· They’re where at least two routes meet.

· They can be famous, where many shops and people gather – like Hollywood and Vine.

· They can be tedious and backed up, to be avoided at all costs – like Ave. A & 16th St. 
        ( 
Other intersections offer us humor like:  

· The roads of Ho and Hum in Carefree, AZ
· Grinn and Barrett Drives in West Chester, OH
· and Hickory and Dickory Aves. – both of which intersect Dock St. in Harahan, LA.
Regardless of the name or nature of the intersection, without any one of the individual streets, roads, avenues, or drives that form it, that intersection will – at best – diminish, and – at worst – cease to exist. 
Our Old Testament lesson this morning (Isaiah 57:14-21) gives us a look at some intersections that cannot be avoided and also must be held together, or they too will diminish and cease to exist. 
First…

v. 14: “It shall be said, ‘Build up, build up, prepare the way, remove every obstruction from my people’s way.’”
· At first glance, this looks like the motto for ADOT. (
· But actually, this is the intersection (and juxtaposition I might add) of 
     “Establish and Eliminate.”

· What I mean by that is, often, in order to make or create a way through, one has to take things away.

· Here in the passage, the image refers to a path being formed, cleared, and visible for a royal dignitary’s arrival.
· The way must be viable and free from congestion, so as to not incur delay.
· Therefore, anything that hinders or slows the pace of the royal dignitary’s arrival is to be eliminated and cast off.

Growing up, I remember spending a lot of Saturdays in my room playing with Legos.  

· The floor of my room was covered with little plastic pieces, as I worked to create and build up space stations, moon rovers, and intergalactic warships 
    (Yes, I wanted to be an astronaut ().
· The problem was my bedroom’s closet also doubled as the family storeroom, and Saturdays was ALSO when my mom went to work redecorating and sorting things for indoor home projects.
· And – of course – she needed to get through all my Legos on the floor to the closet and back out.

· At first, I’d try to clear little patches of floor space for her to hopscotch across to the closet.
· That didn’t work.  
· She’d inevitably step on a Lego and shriek in pain, as the little plastic piece impressed itself upon her foot.
· Of course, I’d be like, “Mom, that was my radar dish you stepped on!”
· As you can imagine, that didn’t go over too well.

· In the end, I had to eliminate the Legos by putting them away and truly establish a path for my mom to go in and out for her work.

Spiritually speaking, this passage from Isaiah declares the same for the Lord.

· Isaiah is telling the people of God – both the Israelites then and the Church now – that a way must be established and cleared for the coming of the Lord God and King.

· This is accomplished by eliminating the idols and injustices from our lives.
· This is because the Lord is not going to hopscotch around our little idols and respect their meaning to us.
· He desires a straight, clear, and visible path to us – the ones He loves and to whom He is faithful.

· Both the Israelites then, and many people today, worship God, but they do so amidst a mix of other things, influences, and practices.

· Yes, there is the obvious idolatry of other specific gods.  

· For example, many Israelites turned to a pagan god called Molech in their worship.

· But then there’s also the idolatry of social status, friends’ affection, money, and tradition that more often than not dictates our course of action rather than God.

· Then, there’s the idolatry of self – letting one’s own satisfaction, logic, ambitions, and work determine our pattern of life. 
· And we cannot forget the ignorance and avoidance of those who are alone, in need, and crying out for help through their actions. 

· Do we put them down for their deplorable look and behavior, or do we cut through it to reach the real matter of the heart?
One thing must be clear in this intersection of “Establish and Eliminate”:

Isaiah is speaking to the people of God – meaning the people of faith.
· This is not a lament of the popular culture, of the media, of Hollywood, of politicians, nor of the government.  

· NO!  This is a call for the Church (big “C”) – St. Paul’s and others – to take a hard look at itself and say, 
  “What sacred cows need to go – in our life as a whole and individually?”

· Unfortunately, this intersection is often avoided.  

· No one likes the ongoing construction.  

· Yet, ironically, it is the way that offers the most direct route to God.

· For without repentance, there is no revival.

Repentance sounds all harsh and judgmental, but truly, it is a gift and a blessing.
· It’s cleansing, rearranging priorities, getting rid of clutter, and reestablishing the peace and hope that only comes from an amazing God who looongs for that direct relationship with each one of us.

This brings us to the second intersection…

v. 15: “For thus says the high and lofty one who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy places, and also with those who are contrite and humble in spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite.”

· This is the intersection of “Above and Among.” 
· Many people understand “Above St.” 
· The Lord is holy, high and lofty, inhabiting eternity – up there, out there, somewhere, looking down upon us.

· Actress/musician Bette Midler had a hit song in the early 1990s called, 
“From a Distance,” in which she sang, “God is watching us, God is watching us, God is watching us…from… a distance.”
· This is true, but only half of the intersection.
· It seems folks have a harder time finding where “Above St.” meets “Among Ave.” 
· Think about it: Why is it OK to speak to God above, but for God to be among us speaking – and us to hear Him – is to be either “super holy” or just plain crazy??
· And yet our passage this morning says that the Lord not only dwells in the high and holy place, but also WITH those who are contrite and humble.
As a people of God, I don’t think we are truly humble and contrite.  

After all, if you tend to avoid the first intersection with repentance, this second intersection of incarnation is going to be missed too.

· We keep trying to find alternative routes (like God made other roads to discover), and so in our waywardness, God’s clearly marked road map with straight and clear intersections is ignored.

· And then we wonder why we only see glimpses of Him – if at all.

· Look at v. 17: “Because of their wicked covetousness I was angry; I struck them, I hid (emphasis mine) and was angry; but they kept turning back to their own ways.”
· This is why God is near and among those who are truly humbled and broken-hearted.
· It is only in such a place that one will finally look up to God for help, instead of to the idols that contributed to being down in the first place.
· Until then, we’re usually too busy making ourselves high and lofty and keeping God at a distance.  
· “I believe in You and all, but You stay there and give me ‘fire insurance,’ while I live my life here the way I think is best.”
· Maybe instead of lamenting the tough times we have today, we should thank God for them.  

· For now, we can look more to Him for answers instead of ourselves.
And this brings us to the last intersection.

· Why do we not repent at the intersection of “Establish and Eliminate”?

· Why do we not experience God’s presence with us at the intersection of “Above and Among”?

· It’s because we fail to believe in the Lord who is found at the intersection of “Justice and Mercy.”
v. 16: “For I will not continually accuse, nor will I always be angry; for then the spirits would grow faint before me, even the souls that I have made.” 
· We rejoice in God’s mercy and willingness to stay with us – despite our failures.

· But even though the text says the Lord will not continually accuse nor always be angry, by sheer implication that means the Lord does accuse and does get angry for sin.

· After all, the very definition of mercy demands that justice and consequences exist.

A friend of mine called me yesterday afternoon to warn me of the severe high winds that were heading our way.

· I feared things getting blown down and around, especially with my house up on the hill there.

· So I took some things in and “battened down the hatches.” 

· Boy, some of those gusts were strong yesterday, huh? 
· I felt like a little boy with my face pressed up against the window gazing at the sudden change in color of the sky, the twirling clouds of dust, and rain splatters.

· Afterwards, I went outside to assess the grounds.

· I found a light fixture case knocked off, as well as an AC cover-panel blown right off the unit and carried 40 feet away. 

· I was amazed at the power of those winds!

· They were strong and could’ve done more damage.

· But besides some dust and tumbleweeds residing on my deck, nothing else was affected.

· I felt mercifully spared.

· But you only appreciate mercy, when you recognize the consequence that can come with power. 
Today, we often make God out to be one big care bear, who’s just warm and fuzzy and accepts everyone no matter what.

· And there is a degree of truth there.
· Unfortunately, the nearer a lie is to the truth, the more deceptive it is.  
· God is love, and He meets us where we’re at – no matter what. 

· But that’s only half of the intersection.
Isaiah was speaking to a people – again not the society at large, but a people of God – who forgot the other half and became so inclusive of other ways, beliefs, and behaviors, that the uniqueness and remembrance of the Lord’s character and power were forgotten.
· So, the Lord called them to repentance – they didn’t.  

· He called them to remember Him among the poor and lowly – they didn’t.  

· So He called them to a place of accusation under His justice.

· History tells us that in the 6th century BC, the nation of Babylon swept down upon Jerusalem and took many Israelites into exile.

· God will not compromise His nature and tolerate sin in His presence.

It’s interesting how we want criminals locked up, sexual offenders to be identified in our neighborhoods, dictators ousted, the greedy to share, and our rights to what we want defended.

· But when it comes to us personally and our relationship to God, we just want Him to bless us, love us, forgive us, and help us.

· All this despite our own disregard for His commands, our trust in more enlightened thoughts and commonsense, and our desire to make everyone happy and free as possible.
· The Church is not supposed to be the same as the culture.  
· If all that is accepted and norm in the culture is accepted and norm in the Church, we’ve got a problem.  
· God said, “Do not be conformed to the ways of the world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind…” (Romans 12:2a).
Quite honestly, the only hope I have is that of God himself and His desire to bring us back to Him.

· I know I can’t trust myself.
· I know I can’t trust others – even sometimes those people and offices whom I deeply respect.
· Sadly, I know I can’t trust the Church either.
· My work – and our work as Christians united in ministry throughout the public and private sector – is to serve the Lord as faithfully as possible.

· But in the end, we’re only one beggar pointing other beggars to food.

· My need for help is the same as others’ need for help.

· And together in a community called the Church, we seek and find help and revival in the person of Jesus Christ.

· My fear is that the Church will forsake her first love and follow the path of Old Testament Israel – allowing too many other cultural influences to rot her from the inside out.
I wonder about Isaiah.

· How did he feel?  Watching his beloved Israel spiral out of control.
· How his heart must’ve broken for what God’s heart was broken for too!
· Nonetheless, Isaiah still saw hope and wrote for God…
v. 18: “I have seen their ways, but I will heal them; I will lead them and repay them with comfort, creating for their mourners the fruit of the lips.”

How can Isaiah write of such a hope in God?

Especially with all the sin he saw and justice God said he’d bring to Israel??

How can Isaiah write of healing and comfort?

· Because no other God works on behalf of the people.

· The Lord is so good that even His justice brings about good for the Israelites.

· He doesn’t just zero the balance and say, “Run along, you can go now.”
· He stays with them, works with them, and brings them to a new place of devotion and peace.

· v. 19: “Peace, peace, to the far and the near, says the Lord; and I will heal them.”
· This is the mercy that we all – no matter our generation – soooo long for and desire.  

· But it’s only possible because of its intersection with justice.

· The same intersection Isaiah saw in looking ahead is the same intersection we see in looking back.

· Isaiah saw it in Israel suffering through the Exile and being restored in glory.

· We see it in the suffering of Jesus Christ through the cross and being raised in glory.

· For the intersection of those 2 pieces of wood reminds us that at that address, the Lord’s anger and justice for sin was poured out upon Jesus.

· And we are mercifully given an opportunity to have forgiveness and peace with God forever by putting our faith in Jesus’ sacrifice for our sin.

This is the hope – in fact, the only hope – we have.
· Without faith in Jesus Christ at the intersection of “Justice and Mercy,”

· we see no need to confess and repent of our sins at the intersection of “Establish and Eliminate,”

· and so, we miss out on God’s presence at the intersection of “Above and Among.” 

With Jesus, we have true hope and peace.

· One that outlasts any time of turmoil – personal, marital, familial, national, or global.

· It lasts because it depends on Christ – not on us, others, the dollar, the Church, or anyone or anything else.
Without Jesus, we do not have peace, and in fact we are still counted as strangers – even enemies of God.

· Look at our Epistle lesson this morning in Ephesians 2:12-13: “remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were far off, have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  For he is our peace;…”
You put that together with the ending verses from our passage in Isaiah (vv. 20-21) this morning (“But the wicked are like the tossing sea that cannot keep still; its waters toss up mire and mud.  There is no peace, says my God, for the wicked.”), and you realize that “the wicked” are not just people like Hitler or Osama bin Laden.
· They are anyone, nice as they may be, who has not been reconciled to God through faith in Christ.

· They may profess a belief in God, but they are not walking with Christ.

· As a result, they seem to go from one drama to the next, existing from one crisis to another.  

· Nothing ever seems to settle in their life.
The Lord desires desperately to be with them and all humanity in a restored relationship through Christ.
· But He’s not going to kick the door down.

· They – like all of us – may from time to time have to stew in turmoil, until we finally break down and look up.

· In that moment, God will be at our intersection waiting with open arms to have us…

· establish a way to Him by eliminating our sins, 
· recognize His holiness above us and His intimacy among us, 
· and believe in the justice Christ satisfied for our sins, so that we may receive forgiveness and mercy.

And those are intersections I long to see backed up with traffic, as throngs of people from within God’s Church and outside it too stream to fully give themselves to Jesus – without delay. 

Let’s pray…Almighty God, we are sinners – selfish and rebellious in Your sight.  In Your faithful love for us, give us grace to eliminate those things which weigh us down in our devotion to You.  Assist us in establishing a straight way for You to be in our lives – not just ruling above them, but also dwelling among us in our hearts and relationships with others.  Thank you for dying for our sin.  We acknowledge our unworthiness for such a sacrifice that you gave in Your Son Jesus, but we praise You for the mercy granted us that we may live a new life.  We give ourselves to You and accept Your gifts of forgiveness and renewal – all through the merits of Christ, our King.  Amen.
