This last Wednesday afternoon, as I looked at my Facebook home page, almost every other comment from someone said something like this:

· “THEY’RE OUT!”

· “Free at last!”

· “The miners are finally up!”
· But my favorite one was a comment that said, “Today, we’re all a little
Chilean.”

Yes, much of the whole world was transfixed this past Tuesday night and into Wednesday, as 33 miners were plucked one by one from a half-mile below the earth – thus ending their 69 day ordeal trapped in a cavern and sealed off from the surface.

· Back on August 5, a massive cave-in had literally put the miners between a rock and a hard place.  
· Specifically 700,000 TONS of rock (that’s 1.4 billion pounds!!!!)

But little by little, a plan was developed; 
resources were coordinated; 
donations were given.

· And finally, a small metal capsule – emblazoned with the colors of Chile’s national flag – made journey after journey through the rock and back again to rescue every one of the men. 
Live-feed news cameras on the capsule allowed entire nations to watch the operation on their TVs, computers, or even on their cell phones, as each of the miners ascended from their tomb back into light.

· In America alone, 10 million people were watching either CNN, Fox News, or MSNBC, as the first of the miners, Florencio Ávalos, was brought out.
· No one before had ever been trapped so long beneath the earth and survived!
· And especially given the fact that for the first 2 weeks after the cave-in, no one knew if any of them were even alive!  

Now, certainly, there is much of this story that is still to be told.  

· The miners are being hounded to give their testimony about how they coped and what they did.  
· Personally, I can only imagine what it must’ve been like for those first 2 weeks not to know anything about if, who, when, or how they’d find you.
· All you know is that you’re trapped over 2000 feet beneath the surface and that time and resources are limited. 
· What can you do, but do your best to organize and ration things, pray, and don’t give up hope?!

And that’s also, in part, what Jesus conveys in our parable this morning (Lk 18:1-8).
· A widow, symbolizing those who are vulnerable, alone, and needing care, consistently pleads her case against an opponent before a judge.

· Jesus doesn’t tell us who the opponent is, and it really doesn’t matter.

· Could be a person trying to swindle her from money.

· Could be someone who rear-ended her wagon cart on the way to the market. 
· Who knows?
· The point is: the widow doesn’t give up pleading her case before the judge (v. 3).
Jesus goes on to say that this judge is not the most upstanding guy.

· He neither respects God nor other people (v. 2).

· So at first, it seems like the widow’s pleas are meaningless and ineffective, because the judge refuses to act on her behalf (v. 4).

HOWEVER, though the widow’s consistent pleas for justice and help did not get an immediate response from the judge, that doesn’t mean they were for not.

· v. 5: (The judge) “said to himself, ‘…Yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’”
· You see this same drama acted out in the grocery store all the time.
· A kid pulls at his mom, “Look, poptarts!”

· Mom says, “No, put it back.”

· An aisle later, kid shows a box of cookies, “Look, Chips Ahoy!”

· “No,” mom replies.  “We have cookies at home already.” 
· The pattern continues all through the store: soda, cereal, chips, a toy. 
· Finally at the check-out line, “Gum, mom!  Candy, mom!  Oooh, Hot

 Cheetos!”

· Mom gives in – “Ok, fine.  You can have one.  Pick what you want.”

· Though the immediate items that the kid asked for weren’t given to him, his consistent asking eventually got mom to essentially say, “Enough already!  Take something you want, and be done with you!”

You see, whether it was the 33 miners, the widow, or the kid, even though they all did not see immediate answers to their requests, they were not unheard nor ineffective.  

· And Jesus wants to make the point that if these situations got happy resolutions as governed by impatient and sometimes even not nice human beings, HOW MUCH MORE THEN will the almighty and perfectly loving Lord listen and be moved by our pleas and prayers?

· vv. 7-8a: “Will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night?  Will he delay in helping them?  I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them.”
Jesus is pretty clear in his parable here: he’s telling it to encourage Christians not to stop praying and not to lose heart (v.1).

· He knows that sometimes it can feel like our prayers don’t make a difference?

· Kinda like God has more important things to take care of, or that our prayer requests are at the bottom of a big pile of order forms in God’s inbox.
· Or like some doctors when you ask for an appointment, and they reply, “Yeah, we can see you… hmm…how ‘bout next February?”
· You know what I’m sayin’?  Do you feel that way sometimes with God?
Well, here are some reminders we can take away from our passage this morning to starve those doubts and feed our faith instead (the first one we already covered):
Because God is love, He is for us – not against us, and perfectly desiring our best, He DOES hear and immediately acts on our behalf. 

· GOD IS GOOD… (all the time).

· AND ALL THE TIME… (God is good).

· All the newcomers are like, “Is this a cult?”
· No, just a tradition we used to have.

Second reminder from our passage:  Prayer does not mean we are passive.

· Sometimes we say, “Well it’s in God’s hands now” or “Let go and let God.”
· Yes, there is truth to those sayings.
· Sometimes we have to recognize that it’s out of our control and we must trust God to act on our good behalf.
· But, that doesn’t mean that after prayer, we are to sit on our butt and do nothing.

· The widow consistently made an effort to keep coming before the judge (vv. 3, 5).  

· She knew the judge was the only one who had the power to grant her justice against her opponent, but she still had to participate actively in the request.

· Likewise, the miners for sure were praying all through those 69 days.  

· But even after they were found and could receive some supplies and communication, they still had to work in making use of their time, attitude, camaraderie, and stewardship.

· The last miner out, a man by the name of Luis Urzua, was the shift foreman on August 5th, when the tons of rock collapsed.

· He was a crucial leader who enabled the other guys to keep discipline by his strict rationing of food and supplies.

· His efforts were necessary to bide time, as their prayers were answered from above.

· Perhaps Sir Thomas More said it best: “Those things, good Lord, that we pray for, give us also the grace to labor for.” 

· So, again, prayer is not passive.

· I challenge us this morning in the Prayers of the People to engage actively in the prayers and not let it be just a recitation of nice things.

· Press in with your prayers on the subject.  

· Take captive those wandering thoughts, and put them towards the world’s, nation’s, and community’s needs.  

· Agree in mind, heart, and spirit and – dare I say – offer aloud your own prayers on a particular subject.  

· It snaps us out of our “follow along” attitude and calls to mind other cares we have.

· May we do that today instead of simply waiting for the reader to finish the prayer with the key phrase to clue us in so we can just say, “Hear our prayer.”
And a third lesson we can take away from Jesus’ parable this morning:
Prayer is immediately answered, but the results may not be immediately available.

· We don’t know how long the widow waited before the judge granted her justice.  

· We just know it was “for a while” (v. 4).

· The miners waited 2 weeks before anyone even knew they were alive.  

· Maybe at first they were hoping there’d be a sudden shaft of light opened above them, but nothing happened.

· And even after contact was made, they still had to wait – longer than any other people before who were below the earth – as engineers, equipment, finances, and a ton of logistics were worked out.  

· But with every flight, every signed form, every donation given, every bit of media coverage and report filed, the miners’ consistent prayers were being answered.  

· They couldn’t see it from their perspective way down, but little by little, things were churning that would eventually lead them to freedom and back to their family.

· God just operates on a higher plane than what we can usually see.
So whatever you’re praying for and not seeing any immediate results, please be encouraged. 

· Your prayers are being answered.  
· You’re not being neglected.

· God is working on the scene on your behalf.  
Only God knows how long your ordeal will be: 2 weeks, 69 days, years, or even decades. 

Just please be open to the fact that the ultimate answer to your prayer may be very different – and even better – than what you expected.  

· If not in at least time frame, perhaps in form.  
· I don’t think the miners – when praying for help – expected to be celebrities.  
· I don’t think they expected to have to wear dark sunglasses for a while.
· I don’t think they expected the whole world to care about – much less watch – them with keen interest.  
· Though the miners’ prayers were for simple escape and to see their families again, God used the whole situation to orchestrate a bigger event than could possibly be imagined. 

· Sebastian Pinera, the Chilean president said, “They have experienced a new life, a rebirth, and so has Chile:  We aren't the same that we were before the collapse on August 5.  Today, Chile is a country much more unified, stronger, and much more respected and loved in the entire world." 
· Maybe God has something much better in store for you too or for the person you’re praying for that it’s just taking longer to see results.

However long it is, your wait for that prayer to be seen answered in a really awesome way will require you – like the widow – to consistently and actively participate in coming before God.

· And this is good, b/c it helps you to trust Him more deeply and fully.  
· That’s why seemingly unanswered prayer is so valuable, b/c it allows us to press in that much closer to God with questions, time, and relationship.
· And through it all, YOU’LL be changed, which is the best way to change the situation or person you’re praying for.

Remember the pattern of Christian life: New life comes only after death.  
· I’m sure the widow experienced hardship and pain from an unfair and uncaring judge in her wait… but she got new life!  
· Jesus suffered abuse, rejection, and death at the hands of do-gooders who really just wanted the ways of man more than the ways of God.

· He was buried, but then resurrected and ascended to heaven’s heights.

· And the miners had a burial tomb, of sorts, too, before they were literally raised up from the ground this past week.

So don’t be surprised by prayer that seems unanswered.  

· It’s part of your “death,” as you trust in Jesus’ death to pay the price for your sin and doubts.

· Just keep in mind that as you wait and identify with and trust in Jesus’ death, God IS raising you up AND WILL raise you up to new life in Jesus’ resurrection.

· All because there IS a day after (the 3rd, 69th, or everafter) when God comes in power to bring us out and away from our ordeal to a massive chorus of saints that have gathered across time and nations to witness and celebrate our new life. 

That’s why the parable concludes with v. 8, “But when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”

Let’s pray…
