
O Come

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me…” These are the words of the prophet Isaiah as he speaks of his mission and purpose in God’s grand scheme. It is a personal claim, a claim of anointment, a claim of selection, and a claim of purpose. What has God commissioned him to do? “To bring good news to the oppressed…” “Good news” in the Greek version of this passage was translated as euangelion meaning “Good tidings” which became the Anglo-Saxon godspell (God-story) from which is derived the later Christian Gospel, the “Good news of Jesus Christ”.  However, the Prophet is describing his role some six to seven hundred years prior to the birth of Christ, so his Gospel, his “Good news” has to be in anticipation of that event and it is a message of God’s promise to comfort and sustain the people in their very dark and troubled times. The message contains hope and assurances; listen to the specific aspects, “to bind up [heal] the broken hearted”, to shout out “liberty” and “release” to those confined physically and spiritually, to anticipate the coming, the “Year of the Lord’s Favor”, when all things will be judged. To comfort and provide for all who are grieving their loses, several as they may be, compensating for those loses with showers of blessings.


The Prophet is looking forward in hope, he has been anointed with the Holy Spirit to act as God’s agent and voice, but his message can be, and is, equally communal as it is personal. We all, by virtue of our baptism, or even lacking that by being part of the family of God through association,  have received an anointing, the “Spirit of the Lord”, to be the functions that God expects us to be – tellers of the Good News, the Gospel, this time truly of Jesus Christ, proclaiming it by both word and example to “the oppressed”, whether that means socially cut off, spiritually lacking and hungry, or just plain ignored. We are sent as agents of God to bring a healing to the world and to individuals, to free them from the bonds that isolate them and marginalize them. And to anticipate the coming, once again, of our Savior and Redeemer, the Prince of Peace. We are all sent, every time we exit these doors with God’s special blessing, to accomplish these goals. We are told to “Go in peace to Love and Serve the Lord”, and to “Go in peace rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.” These are not just words, this is not another way of saying “Show’s over, go home!” No, these are words of commissioning, words of empowering, to fulfill the promise and the trust that has been given to us through the anointing of the Holy Spirit.


St. Paul said, as we read today, “Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of the Prophets…” He showed the way! He allowed the Holy Spirit to lead him, to work through him, to proclaim the Gospel in strange lands to sometimes stranger people and to bring to them the comfort and peace that they needed to feel. He also became, through his written word, the first architect of a new and vibrant Faith, grounded in “The day of the Lord’s Favor”. He knew Christ would come again. 


When Christ came the first time, he was preceded by St. John the Baptist, who, as we also read today, did not claim to be anything more than he was, the Herald, the messenger. But he did also bring with him a message of hope and comfort, inspired by the Holy Spirit, that one greater than he was to come, who would be an earth shaker. Do we also make that same claim? Are we able to tell the world that Christ will come in Glory, and do that with the same sincerity that St. John claimed? Just where is our Faith, our belief? Our Faith is grounded in history and precedent, in prophesy and promise, with the Power of the Holy Spirit, we can share that history, that promise and shake the world.


The early Church was mindful of its obligations, and mindful of its need to remind itself of how it had come to be and through whom it had been formed. For this season of the year, Advent, it made use of a specific series of Antiphons, introductions if you will, before the Venite in Morning Prayer, to focus on what had been and will be important to the people of God. They are called the O Antiphons because of the use of that letter in introducing each clause. We are all familiar with them even if we have not attended Morning Prayer because we have all sung them in the rendition of the Advent Hymn, O Come, O Come Emmanuel.

The first reads: O wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of the Most High, and reach from one end of the earth to the other, mightily and sweetly ordering all things; come and teach us the way of prudence. This Antiphon not only recognizes the message and witness of Jesus, but also acknowledges the message and work of those agents of God and bearers of the word of God, the Prophets who preceded Jesus on this earth and who anticipated his arrival.


The second is: O Adonai [Lord] and leader of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush, and on Sinai gave him your law. Come, and with an outstretched arm redeem us! Acknowledgement here of the relationship that God established with the people in the earliest of times, and when times seemed to be darkest, they were in slavery and then were wandering in the wilderness. God established his covenant and brought order out of Chaos, a plan to be fulfilled in the Son.


The third: O root of Jesse, you stand as an ensign of the peoples: before you Kings shall keep silence, and all nations bow in worship: Come and save us, do not delay. The fulfillment of prophesy and promise, that the Messiah shall come from the same family as the most renowned of the ancient Monarchs, David, and be of a similar humble family but have the qualifications of a King to whom other Monarchs will be subject.


Fourth: O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, you open and no one can shut; you shut and no one can open: Come and bring the captives out of the prison house, those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death. Bringing life and freedom to those who have been in Spiritual confinement is the purpose of Christ’s ministry.


Fifth: O rising dawn, Brightness of the light eternal and Sun of righteousness: Come and enlighten  those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death. Jesus id the reflection of God’s Glory in the world, and, by extension, we, as the body of Christ, reflect his Glory.


Sixth: O King of nations and their Desire, you are the cornerstone who makes us both one: Come and save the creature you have fashioned from clay. “The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.” Jesus himself quoted the Psalmist and made this to be about himself, he is our foundation and our anchor, and he has been there from the very beginning, from Creation itself.


Last: O Emmanuel, our King and Lawgiver, the desire of all nations and their Salvation: Come and save us, O Lord our God. Emmanuel, God with us, what more needs to be said?


Let us keep history and prophesy, precedent and promise firmly before us as we go through those doors to proclaim the Gospel, to enflame the Spirit and to look in anticipation to that glorious return.
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