What do the Book of Ecclesiastes, country music, and the Seven Dwarves all have in
common?  They all try to make sense out of going to work. 
· The Book of Ecclesiastes says, “it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with.”  The deeds that are done under the sun are all vanity and a chasing after wind (1:13-14).

· Country music artist Merle Travis wrote the song “16 Tons.”  It lamented, 
“You load sixteen tons, what do you get
Another day older and deeper in debt
Saint Peter don't you call me 'cause I can't go
I owe my soul to the company store”

· And the Seven Dwarves?   Well, they sang,
“We dig up diamonds by the score
A thousand rubies – sometimes more
We don't know what we dig them for
We dig dig digga dig dig”
All of them found trouble in the repetitive labor of day-in and day-out work.

· Have you ever wondered, “Why even bother?” 
· After all, as Ecclesiastes elucidates, it’s not like we’re guaranteed any lasting benefit or return (see 2:18-19, 21). 
· It’s not like you can’t take the money or possessions with you when you die.

· And what you leave behind isn’t even guaranteed to last.

· Inheritance can be squandered.  

· Legacies are tainted.  

· Statues, pictures, and plaques break, fade, corrode, and are eventually forgotten.

· Even if one has a land or a building named after you, the honor does not equate with eternal life (see Psalm 49:10-11).

The story is told of a little boy who every weekend used to go to a neighborhood park to play with his friend.  
· He would always meet his friend at a particular statue.  
· It was of a man riding atop a horse.  
· That statue was not only where’d they always meet, but the boy and his friend would also play tag around it.
· They even used it as a base for hide and seek.  
· Indeed, that statue of a man on horseback was their special place. 
· Well, one day the little boy’s family was getting ready to move away, so the boy’s mom told him he should say goodbye to all his friends.  
· Off the boy ran that weekend to meet his friend at the park by the statue one last time.  
· He said goodbye, and then he turned to the statue, and said, “Goodbye, Mr. Ulysses S. Grant, and whoever that is on your back.”  

You see, no amount of work or accomplishment guarantees that you will be noticed, remembered, or even given your due credit – regardless if you’re bronzed, painted, photographed, or recorded.

· And this is exactly what the author of Ecclesiastes is trying to convey at the onset of his writing (before our passage this morning), “Meaningless, meaningless…utterly meaningless!  Everything is meaningless.  What does man gain from all his labor at which he toils under the sun?” (1:2-3)
· This is why many consider the book of Ecclesiastes to be the black sheep of the Old Testament.  

· It predominantly conveys hopelessness and futility for life and all that is in it.

· As the teens might put it, this is the emo book of the Bible.

However, even though Ecclesiastes is a cold bucket of realism on “Pollyanna” spirituality (just trust God and everything will be ok), all is not gloom and doom.

· The book ends with this statement: 

“Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.  For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil” (12:13-14).

· In other words, if you feel like what you do doesn’t matter or isn’t worth it since no one seems to care or won’t even bother to remember, please know this: GOD SEES.  
· Every deed – whether good or evil – WILL be brought forward someday in judgment.  
· Obey God and do what you do for Him, regardless of what others think, see, or do (or don’t do).  
· Because you matter to Him.
· You are remembered by Him.
· Seek to please Him, and don’t worry about what you or anyone else will get out of it.  
· To think about your investment return or others’ return is vanity and fleeting; but to think about God’s view and what you’ll have with Him is valuable and forever (see also Matthew 6:19-21).
Our correlation with country music would agree.

· In the song “Ghost Riders in the Sky” by Johnny Cash, he sings of a witness to an endless cattle drive in the sky, where – like Ecclesiastes – the cowboys’ work to catch the herd is never done.  

· Forever they are cursed to ride that range up high.  

· But the last stanza declares,  

As the riders loped on by him he heard one call his name 
If you want to save your soul from Hell a-riding on our range
Then cowboy change your ways today or with us you will ride 
Trying to catch the Devil's herd, across these endless skies 
Yippie yi Yaaaaay
Yippie yi Ohhhhh

Johnny has it right. 

· To escape the drudgery of work that’s never done, stop focusing on things earthbound and get right with God eternally.  

· Change your ways to Him, and your work will not be an endless ride with no sure reward.

And as for the Seven Dwarves.

· Well, they may not know why they “dig dig digga dig dig,” but they sing a song to make light of their work.  
· We all know it: “Heigh-ho, heigh-ho, it’s home from work we go.”  
· Sounds like another biblical reference of ours this morning.
· Colossians 3:16: “With gratitude in your hearts, sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.”
You see, it’s all about perspective.

· The author of the Book of Ecclesiastes is only looking at things “under the sun.”
· And only through his own lens of observation, empiricism, and experience.

· He’s not looking beyond the sun to revelation from the Son (S-O-N).
· That’s why he comes to most of his conclusions about the futility of life and work.

It’s only when the perspective shifts to God that there is hope beyond the grave and promise of lasting returns.  

· God’s Son Jesus gives us redemption from all that we toil through.  
· And he does so by becoming the very curse that the author of Ecclesiastes laments.  
· Look again at 2:20-21: “So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it.”  
· Wow!  What a description of Jesus’ work for us!

· He toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill.  
· And all the rewards that are deserving of him for perfectly obeying God – even unto dying on a cross for our sin – he lets us enjoy, who did not toil for it.  
· We miserably failed to do half as much as Jesus did.  
· And yet by faith – trusting in his forgiveness and committing ourselves to him – we are entitled to receive his eternal inheritance.  
· Rewards that are lasting, sure, and without blemish.  
· We are counted no longer as debtors to God, but as a credit to Him – no longer strangers but adopted children, who are loved and welcomed into a big park to play with other children of God.  
· And this time, the name is right.  

(Alisa.  Margaret.  Cindy.  Steve.  Lou.)

· I know you.  I remember you.  
· What was old and tired is now new and fresh.  

Come, rest and enjoy.

Such a perspective is the only one that can get us through this life sometimes.  

· It’s not country music’s “Yippie yi Yaaaaay; Yippie yi Ohhhhh.”

· Nor is it the Seven Dwarves’ “Heigh-ho, Heigh-ho”
· It’s Christianity’s “Soli Gloria Deo” (Glory to God).

AMEN.
