“The devil is in the details.”

· I’m sure you’ve heard that saying before, right?

Now, I have to admit, I used to mistakenly interpret that phrase.

· When I heard it or used it myself, I took it to mean: 
“Details are important, but overemphasizing details causes ruin.”
But it turns out I was wrong in my interpretation.

· The phrase actually means:  to ignore the details is to be in big trouble later on.

· Yes, it can be hard to iron out the details of a plan or idea, but it’s necessary.  

And because it IS difficult to sort through the details of a plan or idea, that’s why the devil is said to be there.

· There’s an old poem that goes:
For want of a nail the shoe was lost / For want of a shoe the horse was lost / 
For want of a horse the rider was lost / For want of a rider the battle was lost / 
For want of a battle the kingdom was lost.
The nail was the detail!

-------------------

It was then with such a CORRECTED interpretation of the phrase, “The devil is in the details,” that I looked curiously at our Old Testament lesson this morning (Exodus 28). 

· At first, I was like, “What’s up with this?  Why all the details on the names of the priests and what they’re to wear and how they’re made.” 

· And we only get a GLIMPSE of this chapter with verses 1-4, 9-10, and 29-30.

· A lot is cut out.

· I guess the lectionary didn’t want to bore us with the rest of the details. (
· If you get a chance, though, to look at the remainder of Exodus 28 or even the surrounding chapters, you’ll see even MORE detail about how the Israelites were to build, arrange, and decorate their worship setting with specific measurements, colors, patterns, and materials.
But if every word of the Bible is inspired of God, then there has to be a reason for even such a passage as this.

· And upon some prayer and reflection, here’s what I’d like to share with you:

Regardless of how trivial or routine the details in our lives seem, they DO

          matter. 

I mean, do you ever feel like the details in your life are just there to wade through in order to get to the “important stuff”?

· Do you just get tired of the grocery runs, laundry loads, doctor visits, bills to pay, errands to run, emails to answer, meals to prepare, etc., etc., etc.?

· Do you think that it’s all necessary drivel to put up with, just so we can enjoy 

“real livin’” and do what we really want?

I know I feel that way sometimes.

· The sorting through mail, the finances to make sense of, the meetings to attend, and the emails to check aren’t the most thrilling things in my life.

· Most of the time, I would rather be outside – visiting with people, reaching out, or hanging out to learn and share the things of God together.

· And yet, I can’t escape the fact that an inextricable part of my life is spent doing…well, DETAILS.

· I have letters and articles to write, calls to return, papers to organize, and items to clean and maintain.

And quite frankly, I battle to keep up on it all, because it seems to constantly bog me down and stop me from going forward on the ideas and plans and “real ministry” I’d rather engage in. 

· You know what I mean? 
· In your own way, I’m sure you can relate.

· I mean, how long have you been putting off that trip or project just because you haven’t had the time??

And yet, when we look at Exodus 28, we can see all the details laid out here ARE NOT just drivel to wade through or “Scriptural Sominex” as my Old Testament professor used to call them.

· NO.  The details are for something far greater than the sum of their parts.

· All the garments: the breastpiece, the ephod, the robe, the tunic, the turban, the sash, all the colors and materials, the onyx stones, the engraved names, all the ways it is fashioned – they all had a purpose.
· Look at v. 29: “Whenever Aaron enters the Holy Place, he will bear the names of the sons of Israel over his heart on the breastpiece of decision as a continuing memorial before the Lord.”

· In other words, the details helped define Aaron as the chosen one to go before a holy God and offer sacrifices to remove the sin for an imperfect people.

· In so doing, fellowship between the people and God was restored.

· The barrier that once separated a pure God from a polluted people was removed.

So, you see…GOD…was in the details.

Now, one might think, “All that may be true for THOSE details back then, but c’mon!  

· The details of MY life aren’t removing anybody’s sin – mine or others.  

· If anything, the details of my life are causing even more sin!” 

Perhaps, but that’s not the point – not of the details described in Exodus 28 nor of the ones in our lives.

· You see, the details laid out for the tabernacle, the garments of the priest, and everything else involved in the Israelites’ worship was NOT just for the removal of sin.
· The removal of sin was just the means.

· The end was to be with God himself – to have an open and restored fellowship.

And believe it or not, the mundane details that we slog through in our lives can also be opportunities to bring us closer into a relationship with God.

· Case in point, a man popularly known as Brother Lawrence.

· Back in 17th century France, he was known for transforming the mundane chores of the kitchen (like scrubbing pots) into glorious experiences of heaven.

· Not because he made the details of his life fun or exciting – 

Not because he hyped them up or had a vivid imagination.

Not because he changed the job description from pot scrubber to 

 “culinary sanitation technician”

· But simply because Brother Lawrence blended work with prayer.

· No task was too trivial for him to practice the presence of God.

· He so desired God that all his life – both the big plans and the small details – were devoted to helping him simply BE WITH GOD.

-------------------------
Now, one does not have to be a monk or a nun or even a real religious person to have such experiences. 
· Our vocation or position in life is not important.

· But our passion is.

Let me ask a question?  

“WHY do we want to be forgiven of our sin, go to heaven, and have eternal life?”
(As any good actor would ask, “What’s our motivation?”)
· Do we want forgiveness so we can have a clear conscience, so we can feel good, so we can go on as we are??

· Is the desire to go to heaven just because hell sounds like a painful alternative, or because we want to be with loved ones again??

· For some faiths, eternal life is sought after because it means endless sex and food!!

· Is going to church and asking for prayer simply so that we’ll be healed, get what we want, be more in God’s favor, or have greater confidence to face that big project or tough person next week??

If so – if these are our motives – then we are simply using God as money to purchase

  idols.

The real reason we’re here on earth is FOR GOD – not US (period).
· Everything we do – great or small, glamorous or mundane, an entirety or a detail – is for God and to help us know him.
--------------------

Well, if you’re like me at this point, you’re feelin’ some air seep out of ya.

· You recognize your inadequacy, selfishness, and half-hearted motives.

· So does that mean the devil wins, because in looking at the details of our lives, we find ourselves inept??

· Do we lose the kingdom – all for the want of a nail?

NO!  

In a stunning reversal, with a rope-a-dope move ala Ali, when we find ourselves cut low for our motives and for our want of passion, it’s actually a NAIL that brings us victory!

· 3 nails, actually, if you want the details.  ( 

· Whereas the details given in Exodus 28 give weight to the sacrificial system that brought the Israelites back to fellowship with God;

· The nails of the cross give weight to Jesus as the full and final sacrifice that forever removes our shame and brings all who trust in him back to fellowship with God.  

You see, it’s only if you ignore the detail of the nail that you’ll be with the devil. (
So the details of our lives DO matter.  

· They are part of the greater picture to live for God and be with him.

· That’s why in all we do – big or small – we are to do it as unto God (cf. Colossians

    3:23-24).
Not that God needs us.  

· His existence, his glory, his ultimate plan for the universe could go on well without us.  

· As CS Lewis commented once: “A man can no more diminish God’s glory by refusing to worship him than a lunatic can put out the sun by scribbling the word ‘darkness’ on the walls of his cell.”
The amazing thing, though, is that though we are not needed, God actually CHOOSES us – warts and all – to share and benefit with him in his existence, glory, and plan.

· Again notice how Exodus 28 begins: God says to Moses, “Then bring near to you your brother Aaron, and his sons with him, from among the Israelites, to serve me as priests—Aaron and Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.” 
(v. 1)
· God is the one who initiates and chooses the people for his plan and purpose. 

· And he does so individually and personally by name.
He does so, not because he just wants to assign tasks and chores to us – 
(You, sweep the floor; You, teach kids; You, join the military; You…just sit there! ()
No, he chooses us, because he really knows what’s best for us.

· He loves us!

· He knows our interests, our skills, our loves.  
· After all, he’s the one who GAVE them to us.
· Check out v. 3: “And you shall speak to all who have ability, whom I have
 endowed with skill…”
· You see, sometimes the details in our lives are the very clues to discovering God’s greater purpose for us.

But you won’t find it unless you truly seek God for his sake – not yours.

· CS Lewis also said, “The person who is separated from God is necessarily also separated from his own best interest.” 
· God is sooooo good that to seek him, his righteousness, his kingdom, and his ways for our life is to be caught up in the most enjoyable, most noble, most fulfilling experience for our life. 
· As we are now upon graduation season, I remember graduating from high school and not really being sure of what I wanted to do in my life.  
· I knew what was expected of me: 
· go to college
· get a job
· make a name for myself in the world.
· I tried, and I kinda did that.

· But I didn’t really enjoy what I was doing.

· It wasn’t until I started to really put God at the center of everything I was and did – until I included him in the details of my life – that God’s joy became more complete in me.

· Then – slowly but surely – I found my true calling, what I was created for.

I offer the same advice – for what it’s worth – to all graduates today and tomorrow.

-------------------

Ok, so for me, it was to be a priest and leader in God’s Church.

· But our callings are as unique as the people sitting here.

· What will bind us together as one, however, are these:

· our trust in God who calls us

· our skills from God who equips us

· our holiness from Jesus who cleanses us 

· and our work with excellence – in ALL things – to honor Him who loves us!

And you’ll find no devil… in those details.  
AMEN.

