It’s the foul ball seen round the world.

That’s the informal title of a video clip that has become surprisingly popular this last week – making the rounds on YouTube, the Today show, and even getting its own website!
· Have you seen it?  
· Do you know what I’m talking about?

This past Tuesday night at a Philadelphia Phillies baseball game, Steve Monforto caught a foul ball with his bare hands in the upper deck behind home plate.
· A life-long Phillies fan, Steve was enjoying the game with his wife and 2 kids.

· He had never before caught a foul ball.

· And like most baseball fans, catching a big league foul ball was a big thing – something to savor and enjoy.
· Steve was excited, proud, and was congratulated by the fans around him.  
Now, seated next to Steve was his 3-year-old daughter, Emily – cute as a button wearing a pink Phillies ballcap.  
· So, of course, he hands the ball to her – a gift and memorable keepsake.  
· And what does Emily do, but promptly tosses the ball back over the rail.

· Much to the disbelief of all.

In the video, Steve is seen exclaiming, “Nooooo!”  
· But his oh-so-brief flabbergast, along with his wife and the fans, resigns to endearing laugh-out-loud humor, as they witness the moment of a lifetime thrown away…literally.
Now, believe it or not, there is a shared similarity between this cute story of an innocent child doing the darndest thing and this morning’s psalm (54). 

· I’m sure for a very brief moment, Steve felt betrayed.
· His beloved daughter, whom he wanted to bless with a prized gift, took the foul ball and tossed it away.
· David, the author of this psalm, felt betrayed too.

· Like Steve, his song here expresses a similar “Nooooo!” 
· But this was no innocent tossing away of a prized possession.

· To understand David’s sentiment, we have to set the scene first:
Still young in his life, David has established himself as a loyal warrior and leader for King Saul of Israel.

· However, David’s greater success has made Saul jealous – leading him to try and kill David…on more than one occasion. 

So, David has had no choice but to flee and to go into hiding.
· He is in the desert living in the caves and hills with a band of followers – going from place to place trying to avoid detection and lying low until things die down.

· Unfortunately, a group of people – called the Ziphites, who were descendants of David’s tribe in Israel – discovered David in their land and ratted him out to King Saul, who is now (along with his own army) in hot pursuit of David…and closing fast (see 1 Samuel 23:19-28).
Imagine David’s sense of betrayal:

· Not only has his king – whom he faithfully served – turned against him, but his fellow citizens (the Ziphites) from his own trusted tribe, have snitched on him – resulting in his very country’s army coming to kill him!!

· Over much more than just a lost foul ball, you can just picture an anguished David going, “Nooooo!”
So what does David do when his back is against the wall and things are looking bleak?
· The only thing you can do: cry out to God.

v. 1: “Save me, O God, by your Name; in your might, defend my cause.”

· The word for “defend” here is not just “to protect.”

· It has a deeper sense – “vindicate, justify, exonerate.”

· David knows he’s done nothing wrong and that he’s in the right.

· So he calls upon the Lord for his cause to be proved.
· After all, it would be the greatest profanity to expect that God should somehow patronize our crime or injustice (ref. John Calvin).
So with a clear conscience, David knows he can call upon the Lord to defend him, because God is a “very present help in times of trouble” (Psalm 46:1).
· He’s as close as a heartbeat or a song on our lips.
· All other weapons may be useless, but the weapon of prayer is never unavailable.
· For as long as God has an open ear, we can’t be shut up in trouble. 
· And that’s why the cry of David’s heart continues: 
v. 2: "Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth."
In fact, if there was a good side to the affliction that David was experiencing, it was that it drove him CLOSER to God in prayer. 
· Perhaps, you can relate.
· A time in your life when you too had your back against the wall – maybe even feeling betrayed, and you found yourself drawing closer to God – if nothing else out of desperation.

· I know for myself, there was a time like that when I first got to college.

· After only a few days at the University of South Florida, I remember returning to my dorm room one evening after a harsh day of complications with my financial aid, confusing classes, and an outright sense of “What am I DOING here???”   
· I felt so overwhelmed and lost that I remember crying out to God there on the bed with nothing more than a tearful prayer of “God, please help.  I need you!”
· Nothing eloquent or long – just a raw, emotive frustration and sense of helplessness that went from a “Nooooo!” at the world to a “Pleeeeease!” to God.

· After all, whatever makes us feel our entire dependence on God is good for us.
· Hannah Whithall Smith, a Quaker author and speaker of the late 1800s, would agree – writing, “Look upon your chastenings as God’s chariots sent to carry your soul into the high places of spiritual achievement.” 

And what possible high place of spiritual achievement could such hardships and betrayals produce??

· Well, for myself, after letting it all out to God, I picked up the campus newspaper and opened up almost immediately to an ad for an Episcopal campus ministry that was holding evening prayer and Bible study that night.

· I attended and found a small community of folks, who quickly became a life-line of support and friendship that was lacking in my life.

· It was from involvement with that campus ministry that my own faith grew from “I believe in God” to “I walk and talk with God.”

And for David?  His high place of spiritual achievement?

· You get a sense of it in the remaining verses of Psalm 54.
v. 4: “Behold, God is my helper; it is the Lord who sustains my life.”
· The power of faith hopes against hope, and with the eye of faith, David sees God advancing as his helper.
· Fervent prayer readily has a swift answer, and sometimes wonderfully swift, even before one’s speech ends.
· That was the case for David.
· For just as King Saul and his army were looking to cross a deep gorge that separated him from David and his followers, word came to Saul that the Philistines were invading the country.
· So he breaks off the pursuit – leaving David safe. 
· To this day in Israel, that same deep gorge exists with the name “Wady Malaki” – referring to its great vertical cliffs that divided the two men and allowed for David’s escape. 
· But perhaps an even greater testament to David’s high place of spiritual achievement – again, thanks to the betrayal – is found in v. 6:
“I will offer you a freewill sacrifice and praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good.”

· When things were still looking bleak before Saul breaks off the pursuit, David said he would praise God. 
· Why?
· Because though his situation certainly wasn’t good, God’s character still was (good).
· Notice David praises the NAME of the Lord.
· It’s a reference to God’s very nature.
· For even though the people, things, and circumstances in our lives change, God does not.
· God is good (…all the time).
· And all the time (…God is good).
· When we can truly praise God amidst despair and sorrow and frustration and, yes, even betrayal, it truly is a freewill sacrifice.
· I mean, in those times in our lives, we DON’T have much to talk about that’s praiseworthy.

· So to stand and praise God for his good name, if for nothing else, is quite the offering – and very much a high place of spiritual achievement.
So what about you?  Where are you today?

Are you feeling betrayed?

· Has your spouse or children gone against you on a matter?
· Maybe even tossing something of yours over the proverbial rail.

· Has a friend or coworker been backstabbing you?
· Do you feel like the government or even the Church has let you down?
· Or perhaps it just seems like your mind and body are conspiring against you more these days?

Well, whether you’re feeling betrayed or you feel like you’re the betrayer – tossing away something good that was given to you, there’s one more similarity we can draw from this very popular video clip between Steve Monforto and his daughter, Emily.
· What really makes the video so endearing is not just the humor of a prized foul ball being tossed over the rail by an innocent child who knew no better.
· It’s what occurred immediately next.

· In an interview, Steve said, “She looked as if she thought she had done something wrong,” so he quickly wrapped her in his arms and assured her it was fine.
· That image of Steve just hugging Emily and loving her with his consoling arms just made people round the world melt with “Awwwww” instead of remaining in that frustrated state of “Nooooo!”
We should see God in the same manner – wrapping us in his arms of love whether we need consoling from someone’s betrayal of us or whether we have betrayed another.
· David clung to God in his time of need saying:
· v. 7: “…you have rescued me from every trouble, and my eye has seen the ruin
 of my foes.”
· Steve saw God redeem his situation by receiving not only an autographed ball by the batter but also Philadelphia Phillies team jerseys for the whole family.

· We too can have God’s rescue.
· Our foes: the betrayals (no matter whose), the lies, the sickness, the violence, the addictions, the abuse, the rejection, and the injustices of life are taken on by God himself in the person of Jesus Christ.
· He just doesn’t divide it away from us, Jesus faces it, endures it, and dies with it dripping off his body.
· But then with glorious might and power, he rises from death – showing himself to be a victor who ruins those nagging foes that plague us.

· And because he is good (all the time) – a generous and gracious God who wishes no one to perish, Jesus offers that same victory for anyone who would put their trust in him alone.  

· To those who do and cry out to him, we are rescued from shame and receive the embrace of everlasting life. 

If that be your belief and your rock of refuge amidst the ever-changing and troubling times of life, I charge you today – here in the presence of God…
· …to emulate David: offer a freewill sacrifice of praise through your life.
· AND emulate…Emily: allow yourself to be embraced by God’s loving arms – receiving his strength and console in your time of need.
Do so and you will have no remorse for the foul balls in your life.  AMEN.
